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Teach a child how they should live,
and they will remember it all their life.

- Proverbs 22:6
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WELCOME

Dear Parents,

On behalf of the staff at Pacific Berowra Christian School
(PBeCS), I would like to extend a warm welcome to you
and your children.

Our teachers have planned many exciting activities for
this year, and we are committed to providing each child
with a positive and enriching experience.

Each week, | will share updates via the Parents Page, which will be emailed to
you. | encourage you to take a moment to read this information. Additionally,
teachers will communicate with you regularly.

Should you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns, please feel free to
reach out to me or any of the teachers. We value open communication and
look forward to partnering with you in the education of your child.

We wish you a wonderful year ahead and we are excited to see what God has
in store for us as we serve Him together.

Royston Lee

M.Ed (Leadership), M.Arts (Leadership, Theology and Society),
Post-Grad Diploma in Edu, B.Sci.

Principal



STAFF

Pacific Group of Christian Schools

Executive Principal

Lead Principal of Pacific Regional Schools

Pacific Berowra Principal

Curriculum Coordinator | Junior School Coordinator
Group Coordinator for Gifted and Talented

Class Teachers

Early Stage 1
Stage 1
Stage 2
Stage 3

Special Education

Campus Coordinator: Teacher Training Program

Support Teachers

Teacher | Visual Arts | EAL/D
Music Teacher

Trainee Teacher

Teacher Assistant

Teacher Assistant

Teacher Assistant

Chaplain

Band Coordinator

Administrative Staff

School Operations Manager | Registrar
Finance Officer
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Coordinator

Dr Edwin Boyce
DrTina Lamont
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Mrs Monique Arakelian
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Mrs Tia Mattinson
Miss Chorley Robinson
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Mrs Sally Zinsli

Mrs Rachael Hopkins

Mrs Poleen Hepburn



SCHOOL INFORMATION

ALLERGIES

Pacific Berowra Christian School requests NO Peanut Butter/Nut Products.

Students in school suffer from mild to severe allergies. Please do not send any peanut or
nut products to school in your child’s morning tea or lunch. Even the wrappers can cause an
allergic reaction.

ABSENCES

Sick/Other - The school requires written confirmation from parents for all absences. To fulfil
this obligation, please submit your child’s absence on Parent Lounge or the Parent Orbit App.
Alternatively you can or send an email to, or call, the School Office advising the reason for the
absence. info@pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au | 9456 2444

Extended Leave - If you are considering extended leave for travel, you must apply to the
school for permission prior to taking leave. Please contact the School Office for an ‘Application
for Extended Leave’ form.

ART AFTER SCHOOL

There are opportunities for students to take part in after-school Art Lessons as part of OOSH
on Tuesdays. For more information, please email info@pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au.

ASSEMBLIES

Monday Assembly - Monday assemblies are led by the Principal. These assemblies take place
weekly at 12:15pm, offering students the opportunity to hear from guest speakers and stay
informed about school activities and procedures. During this time, they also practice the
weekly Bible memory verses and receive reminders about school rules and other important
school updates.

Friday Chapel - The Friday Chapel is a meaningful time for all students to come together in
worship and fellowship. It provides an opportunity to celebrate successes, worship God, and
strengthen the sense of community.


mailto:info@pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au
mailto:info@pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au

ASSESSMENT

A wide range of assessment strategies will be used at PBeCS. Assessment is not just ‘testing’
Assessment at Pacific Berowra Christian School consists of Assessment FOR, AS and OF learning.

- Enables teachers to use information about students’ knowledge,
understanding and skills to inform their teaching.

Assessment for
Learning

« Teachers provide feedback to students about their learning and
how to improve.

« Involves students in the learning process where they monitor

their own progress, ask questions and practise skills.
Assessment as
Learning « Students use self-assessment and teacher feedback to reflect

on their learning, consolidate their understanding and work
towards learning goals.

Assessment of - Assists teachers to use evidence of student learning to assess
Learning student achievement against learning goals and standards.

Approaches | NSW Education Standards

BELL TIMES

Students are expected to arrive at school before the first bell.

School Schedule

Start of School: 9:00am
Recess: 10:40 - 11:10am
Lunch: 12:50 - 1:30pm
End of School: 3:00pm

Students arriving after 9:00am must report to the school office to be marked as late. They will be
given a card to be taken to their class teacher to indicate that their late arrival has been recorded.


https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/understanding-the-curriculum/assessment/approaches

BOOMERANGS

Boomerangs will be used to send home Certificates and other important documents as
needed. Our primary form of communication will be Parents Page, an online newsletter with
all relevant fliers, brochures and forms attached for download.

CAMPS

Pacific Berowra Christian School offers camp programs to provide students with diverse
outdoor educational experiences. Students in Years 3-4 participate in an overnight camp, while
those in Years 5-6 attend a two-night camp.

Parents must notify the Principal in writing well ahead of the departure date, outlining the
reasons why a student is unable to attend, or payment of camp fee will be required.

CLASS PARENT

Each class has a Class Parent, nominated by the teachers, to support the class and assist with
community activities. This role is collaborative, working alongside the teachers, and other parents.
Class Parents may occasionally communicate with families about upcoming school events.

CLUBS

A variety of clubs are held during lunch breaks. Additional details to be shared throughout
the year.

COMPETITIONS

Students in Years 2-6 will have the opportunity to participate in ICAS Assessments in English,
Mathematics and Science, as well as the Australasian Problem Solving Mathematical Olympiad
(APSMO). Further details will be provided throughout the year.

COMPLAINTS

The policies for Complaints Handling are available on the School’s website.

https://www.pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au/about/policies-publications

It is presumed, when dealing with matters of concern, that Christian grace will always be
exhibited to others.


https://www.pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au/about/policies-publications

CONTACT NUMBERS AND ADDRESS

The school’s telephone number and email address are listed below. The office will be staffed
from 8:30am - 4:00pm.

Telephone: (02) 9456 2444
Website: https://www.pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au
Email Office: info@pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au

To schedule an appointment with the Principal, Mr Lee, please contact the School Office to
arrange a suitable time.

DUTY OF CARE

This is a legal requirement. The Staff have been informed of their Duty of Care responsibilities.

EMAILING TEACHERS

Parents are welcome to email teachers to request a meeting or share information about their
child. For concerns, please keep emails concise and focused, as lengthy matters are better
addressed in a meeting. Teachers aim to respond to emails within 24 hours, though this may
not always be possible. For urgent matters, please contact the School Office by phone. Emails
sent after 4:00pm may not be read until the next day.

Please contact the School Office if you require the email address of a staff member.

ENRICHMENT

At Pacific Berowra Christian School, we strive to meet the needs of all learners within the
classroom, including those requiring enrichment or extension. Our programs are designed

to differentiate instruction, offering students opportunities to engage with the curriculum

and complete tasks tailored to their abilities and learning needs. Additionally, we provide
Enrichment lessons throughout the week for students demonstrating exceptional thinking skills.

The school is also a member of various associations that organise enrichment days for
primary-aged students. Occasionally, we receive invitations to nominate students for these
events. When possible, we invite students to participate based on teacher recommendations,
considering their demonstrated interest, ability, or aptitude in the specific topic. Selection
for these opportunities is at the discretion of the teacher and the Principal. Parents may need
to transport and accompany their child to these events and cover any associated costs. Our
participation aims to provide opportunities for as many students as possible.


https://www.pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au
mailto:info@pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au

EQUIPMENT

All students are expected to start the year with the necessary classroom supplies. Each item
should be individually labelled and replaced if lost. Please see the list of equipment requirements
on page 20.

EXCURSIONS

Each class may participate in incursions or off-site excursions. Students are expected to attend
these events. Full school uniform is required unless otherwise specified by the teachers.
Information regarding each incursion or excursion will be communicated via Parent Lounge.
This information will indicate if parent assistance is required. Parents may only attend with
prior approval from the teacher.

FRESH FOOD FRIDAYS

Once a fortnight, on a Friday, we offer students special lunch options such as mini pizzas,
sushi, Thai dishes, and chicken chip snack boxes on Fridays. Families can order using the form
linked in Parents Page, and any food charges billed to School Fees.

HATS

All children are required to wear hats - we have a‘'no hat - no play’policy. Sunscreen is
provided for all children when extended play in the sun is undertaken. Please supply your own
sunscreen if your child has any allergies to regular sunscreen.

HOMEWORK

Year 1-Year 6 undertake homework each week. Kindergarten commence readers and home
revision from Term 2. The class teachers will communicate homework requirements with
families at the start of the year. Parents are required to let the class teacher know if their child
has not completed their homework with a note or email.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Parents are advised to view the NSW Government website for up-to-date information regarding
Childhood Infectious Diseases. (NSW Health - Infectious diseases fact sheets) These may include
chicken pox, gastroenteritis, mumps, influenza, rubella, whooping cough, and head lice.
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https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/default.aspx

INTERVIEWS AND MEETINGS

Term One: Meet the Teacher Evening

Term One: Settling In Interviews (as required)
Term Two: Formal School Reports

Term Two: Parent-Teacher Interviews

Term Four: Formal School Reports

Informal Teacher Meetings - Parents are welcome to request a meeting with a teacher at other
times, and we encourage this. To ensure a focused and uninterrupted discussion, please arrange
an appointment through the School Office. Teachers are available for meetings before school
only if an appointment has been scheduled. Please note that teachers are required to attend
Staff Devotions from 8:15am to 8:30am. After school, teachers may have yard or bus duties. We
kindly ask that parents avoid informal drop-and-chat conversations, as the beginning of the
school day is crucial for teachers, and such discussions may not always be productive.

Parent-Teacher Interviews - Formal Parent/Teacher interviews are held at the end of Term 2.
Parents will book appointments through Parents Lounge. Details regarding bookings for
interviews will be communicated closer to the date.

IPADS

Students in School will have access to an iPad to enhance their learning. Students at the school
will be provided with a device, managed by the school. This device stays at school. It is our
expectation that students will be wise and caring users of the iPad and other technologies in
school. Any homework that requires the internet will be clearly stated in the homework book
for that week.

For information about iPads in your child’s classroom, please speak to your child’s teacher in
the first instance.

KING STREET KIDS (KSK) OOSH BEROWRA

The school operates OOSH for students from Kindy to Year 6 on the school property. The out of
school hours care program is from 7am to 8:30am and from 3pm to 6pm. Please visit
https://www.pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au/enrol/oosh for further information, or email
oosh@pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au.



https://www.pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au/enrol/oosh
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LOST PROPERTY

Kindly ensure all clothing is labelled. Please check the labels regularly, as frequent washing can
cause names to fade.

All lost items will be placed in the Lost Property box at the School Office. It is the responsibility
of the student or parent to check Lost Property when they lose an item. All unnamed items
left in Lost Property at the end of each Term will be used as second hand items, donated or
thrown away.

MEDICAL

Our School Office staff are first aid trained, and they reside in the front office area. All medication
will be administered by the office staff. Please contact the office staff with any medical

requirements. No child is permitted to take medication without the staff member’s knowledge.

MEET THE TEACHER EVENING

A Meet the Teacher Evening will be held during Term 1. Parents will meet at your child’s
classroom for information on curriculum and other school matters.

MOBILE PHONES AND SMART WATCHES

All students who bring a mobile phone or a data/call/text-enabled watch to school must
submit it to the School Office at the start of the day and retrieve it at the end of the day. We
strongly recommend that students use a non-data (no internet) phone if having a phone is
essential. There is no need for students to contact parents during school hours or to have their
location tracked. If you believe your child needs such a device for bus travel, it must be handed
in to the School Office upon arrival at school.

MUSICTUITION

Private music tuition is available at Pacific Berowra Christian School. For more information,
please email info@pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au.

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (NAPLAN)

All Year 3 and 5 students sit for the National Assessment Program in Term 1. Teachers will
advise parents of relevant details.
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PACIFIC GROUP OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

Pacific Berowra Christian School exists within a group of schools, known as Pacific Group

of Christian Schools. The schools work closely together and operate in unity. Teachers visit
between the schools and work together to build professional relationships that benefit each of
the schools involved. For more information about any of the schools, please see the Principal.

PARENT VOLUNTEERS

We greatly appreciate our parents and the support they provide to the school. Parents are
welcome and encouraged to assist with our reading program, book covering, changing Kindy
readers, art support, and homework marking.

Please note that all Parent Volunteers are required to supply their WWCC, expiry and DoB (for
verification) to the School Office prior to commencing help at PBeCS.

PARENTS PAGE

Please ensure that you read the Parents Page each week, as this is our fortnightly communication
with you.

PARKING AT SCHOOL

Please follow the one-way and time-limit parking guidelines. For everyone’s safety, do not
park on driveways, nature strips, or footpaths. The ‘Kiss and Drop Zone, approved by Hornsby
Council and Transport NSW, operates from 8:45am to 9:15am and 2:45pm to 3:15pm. Thank
you for being considerate of other families and our neighbours.

BUDDIES

Younger children are buddied with older students to help them settle into school life.
During the remainder of the year, the students are encouraged to continue building a caring
relationship with their buddy.

PETS

Due to Work Health and Safety, we request students not to bring pets to school. Class visits of
special friends (e.g. for news) must be coordinated with the class teacher and approved by the
Principal. Various risk assessments are required prior to approval.



PHOTOS

School Photos will be taken in Term 1. Further details will be sent with ordering information.

PREFECTS

All Year 6 students are elected as Prefects for the duration of the year. They are chosen because
of their maturity and growing leadership skills. Our goal throughout the year is to equip and
encourage them in service and mission for the school and its community.

PRESENTATION EVENING

This event will take place towards the end of Term 4. Further details will be provided closer to
the date.
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PRIVACY ACT

This Act prevents staff from issuing addresses and telephone numbers of class parents and
school families without prior permission by those involved. The school’s privacy policy is
available on school website.

REPORTING

Parents will receive two formal reports each year and an opportunity for interview. The half
yearly report will be forwarded in July and the yearly report will be forwarded in December.
Parents are always welcome to discuss their child’s progress with the classroom teacher. Please
contact the School Office so that a mutually convenient time can be arranged.

Teachers' professional judgement is used to grade each student’s performance against
statewide age-appropriate standards.

SOCIAL MEDIA

You can follow school events through social media. The school’s social media activities are for
the information of parents only. At school events, please do not post photos of other children
online. Some parents use closed class groups. These are not an authorised School site, but it is
expected that comments regarding school matters are made in a positive manner.

SPORT

Sport Days - The sports uniform should be worn on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Hats must also
be worn for all related activities. Please remember, the NO HAT, NO PLAY rule applies.

Carnivals - The following information is applicable to all students. Attendance at the Swimming,
and Athletics carnivals is expected. Participation in events on these days is optional but we do

encourage students to have a go, and we include novelty races where possible to make it fun. The
Cross Country Fun Run is done during a normal school day and all students are expected to run,
jog or walk the course. At all carnivals students are competing to have fun. We are very proud of
all students who qualify for the school team to represent PBeCS at the next levels (Zone/State).

TOYS, GAMES OR CARDS

Please do not allow your child to bring any expensive toys to school. We will not take
responsibility for their loss. Toys that allow for positive social interactions are permitted and
monitored by the teachers. If needed, the use of these toys may be managed by the staff for
the wellbeing of the students.



TRANSPORT

Free bus and train Opal passes are available to children as follows:

« Year 3-6 children - if walking distance is more than 2.3km to school, or if students reside
outside 1.6km radius of our school.

+ All K-2 children, regardless of distance.

Children using public transport are expected to carry School or Child Opal Cards. Applications for

School Opal Cards are made by parents online at https://transportnsw.info/school-travel-apply.

For details on PBeCS bus routes, please go to https://cdcbus.com.au/school-services and
search for Pacific Berowra Christian School.

UNIFORM

All items, except for shoes, can be purchased from the school’s uniform shop, located at the
School Office.

Presentation Guidelines
+ All uniform items must be clearly labelled with the student’s name.
+ The uniform should be clean, pressed, in good condition, and worn neatly.

+ On very cold days, students may wear a white singlet or white t-shirt under their shirt
(it should not be visible).

« All students should have a plastic hooded raincoat in their bags. No umbrellas, please.
+ Students must wear a hat every day. The rule is “No hat, no play”.

« Coloured nail varnish is not allowed at school.

+ No visible jewellery. Earrings should be unobtrusive, with only stud earrings permitted.

+ Hair accessories, including clips, ribbons, and elastics, should be bottle green, black,
white, or matching the uniform fabric.

Hairstyles

At PBeCS, we recognize the diversity of our families and respect different preferences.
However, we aim to maintain a consistent, high standard of personal presentation that avoids
extremes and promotes unity. Our Christian witness in the community is important, and we
have often received compliments on the neat appearance of our students. While hairstyle
trends come and go, we focus on maintaining a professional, respectful image that reflects
well on our school’s reputation.
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We ask for your cooperation in avoiding hairstyles that could lead to division, envy, or
imitation. This helps us maintain a positive school atmosphere.

+ Boys'hair should be above the collar and not cover the eyes. “Undercuts” or shaved
sections are not appropriate.

« Girls’ hair longer than shoulder length must be tied back with bottle green, brown, or
black elastics, hair clips, or scrunchies.

Uniform Purchases

Uniforms can be purchased through the order form on the school website or by visiting the
School Office between 8:30 am and 3:30 pm. For more information, please see the school
website https://www.pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au/enrol/uniform.

VISITING THE SCHOOL

If you are participating in a school activity, please sign in at the office and pick up a visitor ID
tag. Remember to return the tag and sign out before leaving the school grounds. For quick
drop-offs or pick-ups, signing in is not necessary.

2026 EVENTS

TERM 1

Australia Day Holiday

Staff Development Week
Enrolment Day

Day 1 Term 1

Prefects Induction

Meet the Teacher Evening
School Photos

Swimming Carnival (Galston K-6)
Settling-In Interviews

NAPLAN online testing window
Staff Dedication at Berowra Baptist Church
Last Day Term 1

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

Monday January 26

Tuesday January 27 - Monday 2 February
Tuesday February 3

Wednesday February 4

Monday February 16

Tuesday February 17

Wednesday February 18

Thursday February 19

Monday March 2 - Tuesday March 3
Wednesday March 18 - Friday March 27
Sunday March 22

Thursday April 2

Friday April 3

Sunday April 5


https://www.pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au/enrol/uniform

TERM 2

Staff Development Day
Day 1 Term 2

ANZAC Day

Cross Country Carnival
Mother’s Breakfast

State Cross Country Carnival
Athletics Carnival

King's Birthday Holiday
Year 3-4 Overnight Camp
Parent Teacher Interviews
Last Day Term 2

TERM 3

Monday April 20

Tuesday April 21

Saturday April 25

Thursday April 30 (WW 7/5)
Friday May 15

Friday May 29

Thursday June 11 (WW 25/6)
Monday June 8

Thursday June 4 - Friday June 5
Wednesday July 1

Friday July 4

Staff Development Week

Monday July 20 - Friday July 24

Day 1 Term 3 Monday July 27

Father’s Breakfast Friday September 11

Year 5-6 Camp Monday August 31 - Friday September 2
Last Day Term 3 Friday September 25

Labour Day Monday 5 October

TERM 4

Staff Development Day Monday October 12

Day 1 Term 4 Tuesday October 13

Presentation Evening Wednesday December 9

Last day of School Year Thursday December 10

Staff Day

Friday December 11

Dates are accurate at time of printing and may be subject to change during the year.
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INDIVIDUAL EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS

Please make sure your child has all items listed.

Please clearly label all items.

If an item has run out or is lost, a request for replacement note will be sent home.

KINDERGARTEN

5 good quality HB lead pencils (cheap ones break and don't

In a small pencil tin
(tin provided by PBeCS)

sharpen well)

1 packet of 12 good quality coloured pencils

1 eraser

In a pencil case

1 packet of good quality textas

2 Whiteboard markers (any colour)

1 good quality glue stick (per term)

Other requirements to be
sent at beginning of year

3 good quality glue sticks (for when 1st one runs out)

1 eraser (for when 1st one runs out)

1 Green School Backpack

1 NIRV Bible (can be purchased from PBeCS for $45)

1 paint smock

1library bag

1 clipboard

1 pair headphones (not earphones/plugs)

In a small pencil tin
(tin provided by PBeCS)

YEAR 1-2

5 good quality HB lead pencils (cheap ones break and don't

sharpen well)

1 packet of 12 good quality coloured pencils

1 eraser

In a pencil case

1 packet of good quality textas

1 black Artline pen, fine tip

2 x 4 pack whiteboard markers (any colour)

1 good quality glue stick (per term)
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Other requirements to be
sent at beginning of year

2 good quality glue sticks (for when 1st one runs out)

1 eraser (for when 1st one runs out)

130cm ruler

1 Green School Backpack

1 NIRV Bible (can be purchased from PBeCS for $45)

1 paint smock

1library bag

1 clipboard

1 pair headphones (not earphones/plugs)

In a small pencil tin
(tin provided by PBeCS)

YEAR 3-4

5 good quality HB lead pencils

1 blue ballpoint pen

1 red ballpoint pen

1good quality eraser

In two SMALL pencil cases
(to fit under the desks)

1 packet good quality coloured pencils

1 packet good quality textas

1 pair adult scissors

1fine point black Artline pen

1 good quality glue stick (per term)

1 pencil sharpener

Other requirements to be
sent at beginning of year

2 Whiteboard markers

1 NIRV Bible (can be purchased from PBeCS for $45)

1 clipboard

1library bag

1art smock

1 Green Homework folder

1 pair headphones (not earphones/plugs)

1 Green School Backpack
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YEAR 5-6

One small pencil case,
which should include:

1 good quality glue stick (per term)

2 HB lead pencils

1 eraser

1 pair scissors

130cm ruler

2 blue ballpoint pens

2 black ballpoint pens

1 red ballpoint pen

Note - to avoid clutter and
mess, Year 5-6 does not use
pencil tins on desks.

1 black Artline (felt tip) pen

1set good quality coloured pencils

Students will also need
(which will be kept either
in pencil case, bookcase or
under desk):

1 calculator (basic, not scientific)

1 drawing compass (please purchase a sturdy one, preferably
separate from the geometry sets/kits)

1 protractor (clear plastic is best)

1 A4 document folder/wallet

1 NIRV Bible (can be purchased from PBeCS for $45)

1 clipboard (for excursions)

1art smock

1 pair headphones (not earphones/plugs)

1 green school backpack

Students in Year 5-6 are not required to have textas. If students wish to bring them, they need
to be in a separate case that will be kept in their bag.

It is the student’s responsibility to ensure they have the correct stationery each day.




OTHER INFORMATION - EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS

Additional Items: Items required by the school but not included on your child’s class
requirement list will be provided by the school as needed.

Bibles: We recommend all children have the NIRV (New International Readers Version), which
they will use for many years. All children should have their own Bibles at school. We have
some for sale through the School Office for $45.

Book Covers: Exercise books can be covered in coloured contact. Textbooks for written work
belong to the children and can be covered with clear contact if desired.

On Enrolment Day: Children will receive their textbooks and exercise books. These should be
covered by the following school day (i.e. first day of the school year).

Not Required: No white-out or staplers are required at school.

To avoid confusion and loss, please make sure all personal items are clearly named and
replaced as necessary.
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NOTES




I hope this has been helpful - your feedback is always appreciated.
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to the office staff,
who will do their best to assist you.

Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes
this little child in my name welcomes me;

and whoever welcomes me welcomes the
one who sent me. For it is the one who is
least among you all who is the greatest.”

— Luke 9:48

L1

PACIFIC BEROWRA
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
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VISIT

Cnr Berowra Waters Road and
King Street, Berowra NSW 2081

N

POST

PO Box 425
Berowra Heights NSW 2082

=

PHONE
(02) 9456 2444

ONLINE

E: info@pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au
W: pacificberowra.nsw.edu.au

berowrachristianschool

pacificberowrachristianschool

Pacific Group
of Christian Schools

CRICOS No: 02340G
ABN: 11001832828
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